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Cho i r  Notes
The summer vacation season is al-

most over and September has arrived. 
Families are packing up their summer 
belongings and children are getting ready 
for another school year. Our high school 
grads are off to college, military service, 
or jobs and the beginning of a new phase 
in their lives. The church also beginning 
a new year with Rally Day, September 
12, and Church School enrollments. Op-
portunities to serve the church’s many 
organizations well be afforded you at the 
Ministries Fair on Rally Day.

So what does that mean for the 
choirs?  It means that regular rehearsals 
will begin and we will be looking for 
new singers for each group. The Senior 
Choir will begin its regular rehearsal 
schedule on September 9 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the choir room. New members may show 
up and sign up at that time. On Sunday, 
September 12, we will sing the anthem 
Old Hundredth as has been our tradition.  

The Bell Choir will rehearse for the 

first time of September 16, 6:00 p.m. 
and the Children’s Choir will begin on 
Sunday, September 19, at 11:15 a.m.  
The Children’s Choir is open to young 
people in grades one through four. 
Youth Music and Ministry will be at a 
time yet to be determined. In addition to 
these groups, a flute choir has been 
formed and we will occasionally hear 
from our folk music group during ser-
vices as well. 

On September 19 we will dedicate 
our new hymnals which arrived in Au-
gust. I will lead an occasional hymn sing 
before Sunday morning worship to intro-
duce the new hymnal.

A famous author once wrote that 
those who sing (praises to God), pray 
twice. Help us to pray twice. Join a 
choir.  Singing is good for the soul, good 
for the heart and good for one’s well-
being.                            See ya in church,

Howard

A Moment with our Senior Minister
As we move into fall we all have a number of excit-

ing things to look forward to. First of all, we welcome a 
new member to our church staff. We welcome Dan Sil-
ver as our new Director of Christian Education. We 
thank our DCE search committee, led by Lisa McGil-
licuddy, which worked hard over the summer to select a 
candidate like Dan who should be able to serve the chil-
dren, youth, and younger families in our church very 
well.

We also thank our Youth Ministry Leader search 
committee, led by Robin Bowerman, as they continue to 
work hard in their search process. And we wish to ex-
tend a special thanks to the family, who wish to remain 
anonymous, for their gift of $5,000 to help us fund that 
Youth Ministry Leader position this year. Our goal is to 
make that a permanent position on our church staff as we 
expand our church’s ministry to youth.

RALLY DAY is Sunday, September 12. Join us 
for worship and for our annual Ministries Fair at coffee 
hour in Fellowship Hall following our service. Register 
your children for church school. Learn about the numer-
ous service, learning, and fellowship programs of our 
church and how you and your family can participate. 
Also, come meet Dan Silver there.

Sunday, September 19, is Hymns of Truth and 
Light DEDICATION SUNDAY. Our church’s new 
hymnals are here. I think people will be very pleased as 
they contain our old favorites, modern hymns, and a cus-
tomized section of hymns requested by our congregation 
bound right into the hymn books. This hymnal celebrates 
the Congregational heritage of our church. Its title is 
taken from the counsel Pastor John Robinson gave to 
members of his congregation [the Pilgrims] who were 
then departing from Holland to the New World.

At the service we will dedicate and use these hym-
nals for the first time. We thank all the people who 
helped our church purchase 450 of them. “In Memory 
Of” and “In Honor Of” bookplates have been placed in 
them, as requested. We thank our hymnal committee, led 
by Karin Bohr, which worked tirelessly on this project 
and which, in a relatively short period of time, created 
the customized supplement which now makes this hym-
nal unique to our church.

Our old Pilgrim Hymnals will be placed in our Fel-
lowship Hall at coffee hour that morning. A number of 
those hymnals were given to our church in memory of 
loved ones. We thank those who donated those hymnals 

and now invite them to take 
them, if they wish.

I will be offering morn-
ing and evening Introduc-
tory Bible Study Sessions 
on the formation of our New 
Testament and the Gospels. Sessions will be held from 
10:30a.m. - Noon on the Wednesdays of September 29 
and October 6. Equivalent sessions will be held from 7-
8:30p.m. on the Tuesdays of September 28 and October 
5. If you’ve never studied the Bible before and/or you 
are interested in hearing about modern scholarly views 
on it, this is a good learning opportunity. Additional ses-
sions may be scheduled if there is sufficient interest.

What pew do you sit in? A pew chart in our 
church’s archives, from about 1861, indicates that Mrs. 
Bates occupied pew No. 92 in our balcony–on the 
Manse side. While her husband, Rev. William Bates, 
was alive, Mrs. Bates and her family likely sat in a pew 
reserved for the minister’s family on the main floor of 
our church. But, after her husband’s death and a new 
minister came, Mrs. Bates had pew No. 92. Thus, pre-
sumably, that’s the pew Katharine Lee Bates sat in dur-
ing the years of her youth, when she lived in Falmouth 
and worshiped in our church. Katharine’s father died 
shortly after she was born. You may want to think of 
that pew and its view of our sanctuary, the next time you 
read Katharine’s poem, “When Lincoln Died.” In that 
poem Katharine spoke of the news of Lincoln’s death 
coming to Falmouth and her childhood memory [as a 
five year old] of our church’s pulpit and walls being 
draped in widow’s black shawls of mourning, including 
her own mother’s shawl. It is a moving poem, and per-
haps all the more so now that we know where young 
Katharine viewed those shawls from. We will be putting 
a special plaque in that pew.

Our church is much older than our nation and 
through the years it has had a very meaningful ministry. 
And now, with the start up of our fall activities, we are 
moving into another exciting chapter of its ministry. 
Won’t you join us? See you in church.

Yours In Christ’s Service,




