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A Moment with our Senior Minister
The new year has come and it is a time--as a num-

ber of our church’s leaders have agreed--to try some 
new things. Our church seeks to minister to people 
from all age groups. To do that effectively, we need, at 
times, to explore some new approaches and experi-
ences in our life together.

Recognizing that people in different age groups 
can have different needs, we should, I think, strive on 
Sunday mornings to offer [and be tolerant of experi-
encing] “something for everybody, some of the time.” 
In fact, we already offer such variety to an extent, as 
we include different special theme Sundays in our 
yearly worship calendar.

Here are some of the new things which our Dea-
cons and I are working on for our Sunday worship in 
2010.

1. We will experiment with two “contemporary” 
worship services at our regular 10 AM services. These 
will take place on the Sundays of March 7 and April 
25. Expect some more modern hymns and music and 
possibly the inclusion of a video as part of the morning 
sermon. After each service, our Diaconate and I will 
invite the feedback of those who attend, to help guide 
us in planning such “contemporary” services in the 
future. Please contact me, if you would like to help 
plan such services.

2. I am working on creating a pageant for our 
church’s 9AM service on Easter. This would be a fam-
ily-oriented service, similar in approach to our church’s 
5:30PM Christmas Eve service. The pageant would be 
built around Mary Magdalene’s experience of the risen 
Jesus at the empty tomb [John 20] and include refer-
ences to Jesus’ other resurrection appearances. Our 
church’s 11:00AM Easter service will continue to be 
our traditional adult service.

3. A special ad hoc committee with members of the 
Diaconate and Music Committee has been set up to 
explore the possibility of securing a more modern hym-
nal for our worship. 

Why a new hymnal? We’ve had our present hym-
nal for almost 50 years now. In the years since that Pil-
grim Hymnal was created, some stirring new hymns 
have been added to Christian hymnody. Also, the lan-
guage of worship has changed to the point where many 
prayers etc. in the Pilgrim Hymnal are now virtually 
unusable; they sound archaic to the modern ear. How 
would new hymnals be paid for? Members and friends 

of our congregation would 
be invited to purchase 
them for the church “in 
memory of” or “in honor 
of” loved ones--much as 
poinsettias and Easter lilies 
are given now. Special dedication bookplates would be 
put in the hymnals. Also, some Memorial Fund monies 
may be used. In my experience in church life, it has 
never been difficult to fund new hymnals in those 
ways.

How often has our 301 year-old church adopted a 
new hymnal for worship? According to my research, 
our church has had 10 hymnals since 1708. Thus, con-
sidering the average time for a change, we’re almost 20 
years overdue now.

How many hymns does our congregation use regu-
larly? Back in the mid 1990's a study of our hymn se-
lections was done, which showed that our congregation 
sang about 68 different hymns at least 5 times each, 
over the course of 5 years of worship services. Percent-
age wise, that basic “core” of hymns frequently used 
and enjoyed by our congregation, represents about 14% 
of the Pilgrim Hymnal hymns. I suspect that percent-
age is typical of many churches, as congregations do 
gravitate toward certain favorite hymns to express their 
faith.

In my experience, congregations can have a lot of 
fun in exploring a new hymnal, as they honor the old 
classics they are familiar with and discover fresh new 
hymns for their worship together.

The new hymnal being seriously considered now is 
Hymns of Truth and Light. It’s title was drawn from 
Pastor John Robinson’s words to members of his con-
gregation [the Pilgrims] as they left Holland in 1620 to 
travel to the New World. This hymnal was specifically 
developed to succeed the Pilgrim Hymnal. It contains 
207 hymns from the Pilgrim Hymnal in some form, 
including almost all of our congregation’s core hymns. 
A unique feature of the hymnal is that a church can 
have 32 additional pages bound into its copies of this 
hymnal, to include items of its choosing, such as: addi-
tional hymns, a brief history of the church, important 
worship materials, etc. Members on the hymnal com
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mittee are: Evelyn Johnson, Faye Hamre, Joanne Blum
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Cho i r  Notes
Happy New Year to all. 

We’ve survived the first blizzard 
but had to cancel the Messiah
sing-in for the first time in 20 
years. Now it’s back to work on 
the Music Ministry of the 
church. One goal for 2010 is to 
invite more young children to 
sing in our Children’s Choir. 
Grades one through six meet 
each Sunday after church when 
there is Church School. Re-
hearsals last about 20 to 30 min-
utes. We invite all children in 
those age groups to be part of 
the program.

On another topic, a commit-
tee made up of Deacons and 
Music Committee members is 
looking at the possibility of 
adopting a new hymnal for our 
church. Our current hymnal is 
over 50 years old. A hymnal that 
is receiving much attention is 
the Hymns of Truth and Light. It 
contains many of the hymns 
found in the current Pilgrim 
Hymnal, plus a nice variety of 
more modern hymns in a variety 
of styles. There are gospel 

hymns, spirituals, folk hymns 
with simple guitar accompani-
ment, plus the option of adding 
up to 32 pages of material to 
the hymnal. I’ve seen the hym-
nal and used it occasionally for 
choir anthems and like it very 
much.  If you have favorite 
hymns that you would like to 
see in the hymnal, let someone 
from the Music Committee 
know. More than likely, your 
favorite hymn is already in 
there. If not, it could be con-
sidered for the added pages. 
There will be more informa-
tion available in a couple of 
weeks. 

Finally, we are, as always, 
looking for new singers for our 
Senior Choir, which meets on 
Thursdays from 7:00 until 8:15 
p.m. It can be a great learning 
experience and chance to meet 
new people. I hope to see you 
singing in the choir or sharing 
your thoughts on the new hym-
nal project. If not, I’ll see ya in 
church.                                      

         Howard
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-Carnevale, Karin Bohr, Gail Peterson. Our Organist, Pat Crews; 
our Music Director, Howard Whitmore; and I are meeting with the 
committee. Feel free to speak with committee members. Plans are 
underway for there to be a presentation on this possible new hymnal 
in conjunction with our church’s Annual Meeting following our 
worship service on Sunday, February 7. Yours In Christ’s 
Service,

Women ’ s  Un i on
The Wednesday Morning Circle will 

meet on February 10, at 11:00 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall. The business meeting will be fol-
lowed by a brown-bag lunch with dessert pro-
vided. During lunch we will prepare Valentine 
greetings for patients in area nursing homes 
and Falmouth Hospital. For those who pur-
chased Valentines, please sign them (“The 
Women’s Union, First Congregational 
Church”) and bring them to the meeting.

Our program will be a by a representative 
of the Duffy Health Center in Hyannis who 
will speak on the far-reaching activities of this 
organization. Their mission is to provide com-
prehensive health care and support services to 
those who are homeless or at risk of homeless-
ness on the Cape, as well as find community 
solutions to homelessness. Thanks to Elyse 
DeGroot, Public Relations & Marketing Di-
rector of Duffy Health Center for arranging 
this.

Friendly Circle continues to meet Tues-
days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the church. 
They work all year on handmade items for our 
Christmas Fair. Bring a bag lunch—dessert, 
beverages & great conversation are provided.

The Prayer Group meets on Tuesday 
mornings at 8:00 a.m. at Heritage of Fal-
mouth.






